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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

During its final year, the PMR’s technical and policy analysis work program has focused on completion of 
several important technical guidebooks, working papers and a stock-take of program achievements and 
learnings. Highlights include an updated Emissions Trading in Practice guidebook, new guidebook on 
carbon pricing assessment and decision making, a guide to developing domestic carbon crediting 
mechanisms, and publication on development benefits of carbon pricing (Figure 1). Two working papers 
on gender and carbon pricing and transport and carbon pricing have also been completed. Reports on 
country perspectives on the role of voluntary carbon markets and ETS governance are finalized. An e-
course on communicating carbon pricing will also be finalized by June 2021. Furthermore, the global State 
and Trends of Carbon Pricing 2021 report will be launched in May 2021 at the Innovate4Climate global 
conference.  

 
Figure 1: FY21 Knowledge Program  

Further, as part of the closing process of the PMR program, three activities are poised to be completed by 
May 2021 -- a report on learnings  from a decade of implementing the PMR; an assessment of the 
outputs from various country market readiness programs; and creation of an archive of PMR outputs 
and documents.  

Finally, the off-the-shelf open source MRV and Registry software package that could reduce both time 
and cost of implementing such systems is now available for countries to assess its applicability and 
usability. Sri Lanka, Guinea, and Palestine are currently in the process of deploying these systems.  
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TECHNICAL WORK PROGRAM 

I.INTRODUCTION 

The TWP complements country readiness activities by providing technical support on those carbon pricing 
elements that are common across countries. Its objectives are to facilitate experience and knowledge 
sharing; develop practical guidance on common issues; identify good practices and common standards; 
and to help build capacity. 

This note provides a status update on the activities proposed as a part of the approved work program for 
FY21.  

II. PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 

All the activities proposed under the FY21 technical work program are either completed already or in the 
process of finalization latest by May 2021. 

Table 1: Summary of completed activities  

Knowledge Product (Guide / Working Paper/ 
Technical Report) 

Dissemination Plan 

Carbon Pricing Assessment and Decision-Making: 
A Guide to Adopting a Carbon Price 

Webinar on findings of Guide as a part of the PMR 
Perspective Series on 13 April 2021; blog on the PMR 
website in May 2021; Report available on the PMR 
website1 

Emissions Trading in Practice, Second Edition: A 
Handbook on Design and Implementation 

Webinar on findings of the Guide as a part of the PMR 
Perspective Series on 14 April 2021 along with a blog 
published on the PMR Website on 14 April 2021; 
Report available on the PMR website 

A Guide to Developing Domestic Carbon Crediting 
Mechanisms 

Webinar on findings of Guide as a part of the PMR 
Perspective Series on 21 April 2021; Report available 
on the PMR website 

The Development benefits of Carbon Pricing Launch of the Guide during I4C in May 2021; Published 
on the PMR website in May 2021 

Governance of Emissions Trading Systems Published on the PMR website in June 2021 

Country Perspectives:  
Opportunities and Challenges for International 
Voluntary Carbon Markets in the context of the Paris 
Agreement 

BBL/Webinar in June 2021; Published on the PMR 
website in May 2021 

 
1 https://www.thepmr.org/content/technical-notes-and-guidance-documents 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/35271
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/35271
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Knowledge Product (Guide / Working Paper/ 
Technical Report) 

Dissemination Plan 

Discussion Paper: Gender and Carbon Pricing Available on the PMR website 

Discussion Paper: Carbon Pricing in the Transport 
Sector 

Published on the PMR website in May 2021 

E-Course on Communicating Carbon Pricing Launch of the course in June 2021 

Slide deck: Introduction to the rationale, benefits and 
means of pricing carbon pricing 

 

State and Trends of Carbon Pricing 2021 Launch of the Report during I4C in May 2021 

PMR Stock-Taking Activities 

PMR Lessons Learned Report: Building carbon pricing 
capacity: Learning from a decade of the Partnership 
for Market Readiness 

Webinar on findings of Guide as a part of the PA 24 on 
28 April 2021; Published in May 2021 

PMR country outputs and carbon pricing readiness 
assessment 

Synthesis report will be available in May 2021 

ARCHIVES: All PMR documents and outputs will be 
catalogued and archived to ensure continued access 
as needed as the program transitions to the PMI by 
end of May 2021 

Relevant documents will be made available on the PMI 
website 

 

A virtual regional workshop on communicating carbon pricing was held over the course of 5 days for the 
Asia region (Nov 16-20, 2020) for 24 participants from Pakistan, the Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand and Viet Nam. Participants from the UNFCCC and the IEA were also present. The course was very 
favorably rated and found to be very useful. More information on the course can be found here: 
https://www.thepmr.org/events/eventlist/technical-trainings/communicating-carbon-pricing-regional-
workshop-asia 

Productization of MRV and Registry Systems: The PMR has worked with several countries (Chile, China, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Indonesia, Jordan, Mexico, Morocco, Panama, Peru, Sri Lanka, South Africa, Tunisia, 
Turkey, Ukraine, and Vietnam) to design and develop MRV and registry systems. Based on this work, the 
Secretariat initiated – as part of the work program approved at PA20 in Brussels -- work to develop and 
productize an off-the-shelf open source MRV software package that could potentially reduce the time and 
cost to countries in implementing similar systems. The finalized software package is currently being 
deployed in three countries – Sri Lanka, Guinea and Palestine.   

https://www.thepmr.org/events/eventlist/technical-trainings/communicating-carbon-pricing-regional-workshop-asia
https://www.thepmr.org/events/eventlist/technical-trainings/communicating-carbon-pricing-regional-workshop-asia
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III.ADDITIONAL PROGRAM SUPPORT 

In line with the discussions at the PA20 and PA21 on the deployment of residual funds to support new activities that aid the transition toward carbon 
market/pricing implementation (see here), 12 proposals have been supported and are poised to be completed during FY21.  

# Region/Country Activity Name Key outcome / output Status as of 
March 31 

Description 

1 Africa / South 
Africa 

Carbon pricing and just 
transition in South Africa 

Multi-stakeholder 
dialogues on pathways 

Completed 

 

Through sector reviews and stakeholder consultations, 
enhance the understanding of the carbon pricing 
trajectory that would enable technology adoption and 
low carbon transition in key sectors, in line with 
internationally agreed climate goals. 

2 East Asia Pacific 
/ Indonesia 

ETS roadmap development 
following feasibility 

Just-in-time technical 
input (draft regulation 
under discussion) 

Completed Just in time support to assist the government 
counterparts in the preparation of a general 
implementation framework for carbon pricing 
instruments in Indonesia, aiming at establishing a 
domestic ETS pilot phase in the near term. 

3 East Asia Pacific 
/ Thailand 

In-depth capacity building on 
internal carbon pricing for key 
stakeholders 

Targeted training 
program: internal 
carbon pricing 

Completed A series of intensive consultations with stakeholders on 
carbon pricing (including internal carbon pricing) and 
green finance in Thailand. In addition, a sector-specific 
case study on internal carbon pricing and the real 
monetary value of GHG emissions has been developed. 

4 Eastern Europe 
& Central Asia / 
Turkey 

Implementation of carbon 
pricing communication strategy 

Innovation in 
communications plan 

Completed Implement key elements of Turkey’s carbon pricing 
communications strategy, in order to maintain support 
for carbon pricing generated by the PMR country 
readiness program and to reach new private and public 
sector stakeholders.  

5 Latin America / 
Chile 

Review of carbon pricing policy 
mix 

Just-in-time technical 
input  

Completed This activity looked at possible design options for 
domestic GHG crediting mechanisms that are suited to 
Chile’s current carbon pricing portfolio. 

https://www.thepmr.org/system/files/documents/PA20%20Brussels%20Co-chair%27s%20Summary_Final_Clean_0.pdf
https://www.thepmr.org/system/files/documents/PA21%20Co-chairs%20Summary%20Final.pdf
https://www.thepmr.org/system/files/documents/Fund-deployment.pdf
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# Region/Country Activity Name Key outcome / output Status as of 
March 31 

Description 

6 Latin America / 
Panama 

South-South Knowledge 
Exchange (SSKE) with Jordan 
and Costa Rica to support MRV 
system development 

SSKE amongst PMR 
participant countries 

Completed Tested a systematic approach to support Panama in 
designing an MRV platform based on existing architecture 
with customization features. Facilitated by a south-south 
knowledge exchange program.  

7 Latin America / 
Peru 

Development of positive list for 
facilitation of participation in 
international carbon markets 

Criteria for 
identification of 
positive lists 

Ongoing  Supported the development of Peru's framework for 
eligible mitigation outcome activities for international 
cooperative arrangements under Article 6, including a 
positive list of sectors, technologies and actions that may 
be eligible for Article 6 transactions in Peru. 

8 Africa / Regional Carbon market development for 
the Southern Africa Power Pool 
(SAPP) countries 

Regional-scoped 
assessment & options 
reports; targeted 
capacity building 

Completed Assessed the opportunity for a climate market in 
Southern Africa’s power sector. Held consultations with 
regional institutions to identify key capacity gaps, 
engaged with national institutions (for selected 
countries) to better define the potential role of carbon 
markets, and provided inputs to develop a harmonized 
MRV process for the power sector and institutional 
arrangements for decision-making on the use of climate 
markets. 

9 East Asia & 
Pacific / Regional 

Proposal to Explore Regional 
Climate Market Cooperation in 
the ASEAN 

Regional-scoped 
assessment & options 
reports; targeted 
capacity building 

Completed This regional activity analyzed the potential benefits of 
regional ASEAN cooperation on carbon pricing, assessed 
options for regional carbon pricing approach(es) 
politically and economically feasible in the ASEAN 
context, and identified priority areas for further 
cooperation on carbon markets in ASEAN. 

10 Latin America / 
Regional 

LAC Regional Working Group of 
National Carbon Footprint 
Programs 

Knowledge sharing & 
capacity building; 
regional work program 
(proposal) 

Completed Supported a South-South knowledge and information 
exchange initiative on LAC carbon neutrality programs 
and other similar international successful initiatives, on 
their progress, rules, policy incentives, standards, 
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# Region/Country Activity Name Key outcome / output Status as of 
March 31 

Description 

protocols, scope, thereby paving the way for the 
establishment of a regional technical working group.  

11 Global: Soil 
Carbon 

Scaling Soil Organic Carbon 
(SOC) Sequestration for Climate 
Change Mitigation 

New knowledge 
products and targeted 
capacity building 
events 

Completed Developed an SOC MRV framework, linked to a results-
based finance model in WB agriculture operations, that 
can be easily deployed in developing countries. Tasks 
included expert knowledge exchanges on soil organic 
carbon sequestration and review of best available 
technology for scalable cost-effective MRV for soil 
organic carbon sequestration. 

12 Global: 
International 
Carbon Markets 

Capacity Building needs 
assessment to enhance 
countries readiness for carbon 
pricing and international carbon 
markets 

Further development 
of Assessment Tool; 
pilot application in 
PMR countries 

Completed Updated the Mitigation Action Assessment Protocol 
(MAAP) to assess jurisdiction’s capacity for (i) 
development and implementation of domestic carbon 
pricing and (ii) participation in international carbon 
market mechanisms. 
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IV.WORKING GROUPS 

Working groups on various technical topics comprising representatives of ICPs, donors, and technical 
experts have been invaluable in ensuring high quality of PMR knowledge products through a systematic 
review process.  This process has provided member jurisdictions and other experts with the opportunity 
to provide comments and insights that shaped the work of the TWP. The working groups were updated 
and consolidated with groups now on ETS, carbon tax, crediting, and MRV. The PMR Secretariat would 
like to thank all the elected members of the working groups for significant contributions made to the 
successful delivery of the technical and policy work programs. The PMR Secretariat strongly recommends 
continuing using working groups or members of the groups to support and provide guidance for the 
technical activities under the Partnership for Market Implementation (PMI). 

V. DISSEMINATION 

The Technical Work Program (TWP) has been an invaluable source of information for countries interested 
in carbon pricing and the broader carbon pricing community. Its workshops are well received, and there 
is significant interest in the program’s knowledge products.  The Emissions Trading Systems (ETS) and 
Carbon Tax Guides remain important touchstones, with over 33,200 and 27,500 downloads for the 
publications, respectively. The Communications and Revenues Guides are also receiving increasing 
attention with more than 6,000 and 7,300 downloads since their release in 2018 and 2019, respectively 
(Figure 2). The 2020 State and Trends of Carbon Pricing report was downloaded over 85,500 times.  

 
Figure 2: Download numbers of PMR TWP publications 

The PMR has disseminated its findings and publications through many channels, including: 

• PMR Website: Improved website to increase accessibility, content regularly updated. 
• Newsletter: Regular publications with new contacts added to increase circulation. 
• Mailing and outreach: Social media, twitter, mailing lists (e.g. Climate-L), media releases and 

blogs as appropriate. 
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• Webinars: online presentations with Q&A.  
• Events: Showcasing PMR work and its members through events like I4C, as well as the regional 

carbon forums. 

PMR Perspectives Series: To commemorate the successful implementation of a decade of  PMR activities 
and serving as a knowledge forum for collective innovation and action, and a cooperative technical 
assistance vehicle to support capacity building to advance carbon pricing policy solutions and carbon 
markets infrastructures, the Secretariat has organized a PMR Perspectives Series to share the program 
outcomes, launch new publications, and to discuss  the outputs of the stock-taking activities. This series 
involves 10 webinars spread across April and May 2021. Nearly 1200 participants have registered for these 
sessions.  

 

# Date Session Title 
1 April 13. 2021 Carbon Pricing Assessment & Decision Making: A guide to adopting a 

carbon price 
2 April 14, 2021 From Theory to Practice: Launch of the ETS Handbook (Revised   and 

Updated)  
3 April 21, 2021 Extra Credit: Designing domestic crediting mechanisms 
4 April 28, 2021 Paving the Way for Carbon Pricing: Lessons from the PMR experience 
5 April 29, 2021 Looking Ahead:  Partner dialogue on carbon pricing, enabling 

environment, and capacity development 
6 May 05, 2021 Carbon Pricing Developments in Europe and Central Asia 
7 May 12, 2021 Carbon Markets Across Latin America: Status and outlook 
8 May 19, 2021 Carbon Pricing Initiatives in East Asia and Pacific Region 
9 May 26, 2021 Pricing Carbon: From readiness to implementation (I4C) 

10 May 27, 2021 Beyond mitigation: the benefits of carbon pricing (I4C) 
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