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{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ тлΩǎΣ ŀƴ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŀǎ 
the Protected Areas System has been operative 

Map of protected woodland areas of Costa Rica Year 2011 
27% of territorial land. 

Source: SINAC- MINAET- Planning Management, Guillermo Jiménez B. August 2011. 



Costa Rica:  (Forests) Striptease 

1950 Forest 
Coverage 
72%  

1940 Forest 
Coverage 75%  

1961 Forest 
Coverage 
53%  

1983 Forest 
Coverage 
26%  

1977 Forest 
Coverage 
31%  

1987 Forest 
Coverage 
21%  

1997 Forest 
Coverage 
42%  

2000 Forest 
Coverage 47%  

2005 Forest 
Coverage 
51%  

Source : Estudios  de cobertura forestal de Costa Rica  -FONAFIFO 



Forest coverage increases due to domestic 
incentives 

2010 
Forest Coverage 

 52,38% 

Source : Estudio de cobertura forestal de Costa Rica 2009-2010 -FONAFIFO 

More than  790 000 ha. 
87% protection 

 13% other activities 

Employment 
generation 
more than 

25000  
work/ year  



Carbon indifference price between Natural Forest Protection and 
Competing Agricultural Activities  

(in $/tons of carbon) 
Crop or  

Activity 

Private Natural Forest in the Buffer Zone of Protected Areas 

La 

Amistad 

Rincón de la 

Vieja 

Palo 

Verde 

Piedras 

Blancas 

Barra 

Honda 

Guanacaste Carara Barbilla 

Coffee 386 219 275 168 228 226 211 227 

Pineapples 372 458 522 524 502 469 549 487 

Watermelon 309 378 432 431 415 389 455 403 

Avocado 245 298 342 338 327 307 360 320 

Plantain 244 297 341 337 326 306 359 319 

Tomatoes 170 204 236 228 224 211 248 221 

Forest 

Plantation 

124 35 71 14 51 50 54 62 

Banana 102 118 140 129 130 124 147 131 

Oranges 63 71 86 74 78 76 90 81 

Sugar Cane 61 68 83 70 75 73 87 78 

Beans 27 25 35 20 28 29 36 33 

Melons 23 20 30 15 23 24 31 28 

Rice 12 6 14 <0 8 10 14 14 

Mangoes 3 <0 1 <0 <0 <0 <0 1 

Ref: Castro Salazar,R. Valuing the Environmental Service of Permanent Forest Stands to the Global Climate: the case of Costa Rica. UNDP June 
1999. 



Following the Footprint:         
Towards the C-Neutrality 



BENEFITS OF THE C-NEUTRAL  
CERTIFICATION 

ÅAccess to new markets 

ï One step ahead, carbon Tax Initiatives: France, 
Australia, UK. 

ÅCost Reduction increase competitiveness of firms. 

ÅAdaptability towards climate change 

ÅTax exemption DR-CAFTA trade zone 

 

 

 



 NEW BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES  

FOR THE REGION 



FIRST 7 COSTA RICAN COMPANIES  
ALREADY CERTIFIED C-NEUTRAL 


